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Go-Education  at  the  University 

Madam  President  and  Gentlewomen  of  the  Georgia  Federation 
of  Women’s  Clubs: 

You  have  honored  me  by  giving  me  this  opportunity,  and  I 
thank  you  for  this  honor  and  privilege. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  you  would  rather  hear  about  the 
daughters  of  Georgia  in  the  University  than  of  anything  I  can 
bring  you. 

The  admission  of  women  to  the  University  was  long  debated 
before  a  final  decision  was  reached.  It  was,  of  course,  inev¬ 
itable,  but  it  was  not  so  considered. 

We  seem  to  have  reached  a  period  in  the  advance  of  civiliza¬ 
tion  where  more  co-operation  between  men  and  women  is 
needed  in  solving  the  problems  of  modern  life.  Heretofore  the 
problems  were  simpler  and  better  defined ;  and  the  co-operation 
was  largely  restricted  to  practical  endeavor  rather  than  to 
determining  plans.  The  line  of  demarcation  between  the  work 
of  men  and  that  of  women,  which  has  existed  for  centuries,  is 
passing  away.  I  will  not  enlarge  on  this  theorizing,  I  merely 
wish  to  defend  my  statement  that  the  admission  of  women  to 
the  University  was  inevitable. 

In  my  opinion,  women  will  be  better  trained  in  solving  mod¬ 
ern  problems  in  co-operation  by  co-education  than  in  any 
other  way.  I  have  tried  to  put  this  statement  in  large  language 
and  make  it  more  or  less  difficult  to  understand,  but,  really,  all 
I  mean  to  say  is  this,  since  women  are  needed  in  solving  the 
problems  of  society  we  must  let  them  have  a  chance  to  learn 
these  problems. 

In  the  Catalogue  of  1918-1919  it  is  generally  stated  that 
women  would  be  admitted  to  the  Junior  class  of  the  College  of 
Agriculture  and  the  Mechanic  Arts.  We  shall  see  later,  that 
they  were  already  admitted  when  the  Catalogue  was  printed. 
Quoting  from  the  Catalogue:  “In  addition  to  academic  prepa¬ 
ration  sufficient  to  carry  the  University  work  of  the  Junior 
class  the  applicant  must  show  sufficient  maturity  and  poise  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  University  life.  ’  ’ 

In  the  announcement  of  the  Peabody  School  of  Education 
we  find:  “Admission  of  Women.  In  September,  1918,  the 
Trustees  of  the  University  passed  a  resolution  opening  the 
State  College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts  and  the  Pea- 
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body  School  of  Education  to  women  on  an  equal  footing  with 
men,  beginning  September,  1919.” 

In  point  of  fact  women  were  in  the  Home  Economics  course 
of  the  A.  &  M.  College  during  1918-1919. 

It  was  reaUy  very  new  and  experimental-like  with  us,  this 
co-education.  During  the  year  1918-1919,  there  were  19  young 
women  registered  in  the  Junior  class  in  Home  Economics. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  regular  co-educational  work  of 
the  University.  It  was  true  that  several  women  had  been 
graduated  with  Master  degrees  but  these  were,  for  the  greater 
part,  those  who  had  been  in  attendance  on  the  Summer  School 
courses.  I  must  say  here,  by  way  of  explanation,  that  the 
gentlemen  who  opposed  co-education  did  so  under  the  im¬ 
pression  that  women  were  too  good  for  the  University,  rather 
than  that  the  University  was  too  good  for  women. 

At  the  Commencement,  June  1919,  two  degrees  were  granted 
women:  Miss  Ruby  Usher  Hightower  received  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts ;  Miss  Mary  Ethel  Cresswell  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Home  Economics. 

During  the  year  1919-1920  there  were  3  Freshmen,  6  Sopho¬ 
mores,  24  Juniors  and  18  Seniors  in  attendance  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity.  There  were,  also,  quite  a  number  of  graduate  stu¬ 
dents.  I  wish,  however,  to  keep  your  attention  on  undergrad¬ 
uate  women  students. 

At  the  Commencement  of  June,  1920,  women  were  graduated 


as  follows : 

Master  of  Arts -  3 

Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Social  Sciences -  3 

Bachelor  of  Science _  1 

Bachelor  of  Science  in  Home  Economics - 12 

Total _ 19 

For  the  year  1920-1921,  there  were  enrolled: 

Graduate  Students - 10 

Seniors  - 19 

Juniors  _  22 

Sophomores  - 13 

Freshmen  - 18 

Total _ 82 

Graduated  June,  1921 : 

Master  of  Arts _  1 

A.B.  Social  Sciences -  6 

A. B.  in  Education _  1 

B. S.  in  Home  Economics _  9 

Total - 17 
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For  the  year  1921-1922  there  were  enrolled : 

Graduate  Students  _ 13 

Seniors  _ 25 

Juniors  - : _ 26 

Sophomores  _ 14 

Freshmen  _ , _ 24 

Special  _ 35 

Total _ 137 

At  Commencement,  June  1922,  there  were  graduated : 

Master  of  Arts _  1 

Bachelor  of  Arts _  1 

Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Social  Sciences _  8 

Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Education -  4 

Bachelor  of  Science  in  Home  Economics _ 11 

Total _ 25 

Two  others  have  completed  their  work  during  the 
summer  term  and  have  had  the  degrees  con¬ 
ferred  on  them,  making _ 27 

My  count  of  cards  showed  women  enrolled  for  1922-1923 : 

Graduate  Students _  4 

Seniors  _  17 

Juniors  _ 14 

Sophomores  _ 31 

Freshmen  _ 41 

'Special  _  2 

Pharmacy _  1 

Daw _  3 

Total _ 113 


In  this  group  is  one  Rehabilitation  student,  a  nurse.  I  know 
that  this  count  is  incomplete,  even  at  this  time.  The  number 
during  the  year  will  go  to  150  or  175,  maybe  more.  This  en¬ 
rollment  is  very  significant  in  the  larger  numbers  in  the 
Freshman  and  Sophomore  classes.  You  will  probably  have 
noticed  that  the  earlier  registrations  were  largely  confined  to 
upper  classes.  The  endeavor  was  to  train  a  body  of  older  stu¬ 
dent  women-citizens  before  bringing  in  less  mature  students. 
The  numbers  have  not  been  the  matter  giving  us  concern  up 
to  this  time.  The  really  vital  matter  has  been  the  viewpoint 
of  these  students.  Without  extravagance  of  statement  we 
have  all  that  can  be  expected,  and,  perhaps  more  than  we  had 
reason  to  expect,  in  the  attitude  and  work  of  these  young 
ladies.  I  recall  the  anxiety  of  one  father.  He  debated  the 
entrance  of  his  daughter  in  the  University  as  a  very  great  risk. 
After  two  years  and  graduation,  he  voluntarily  told  me  that 
he  was  satisfied  he  had  “made  no  mistake.” 

I  feel  sure  that  if  you  reach  the  hearts  of  these  students. 
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you  will  find  that  they  are  seriously  seeking  to  prepare  for 
life.  Quite  a  number  of  these  students  have  been  teachers  who 
find  that  advance  in  the  profession  depends  on  graduation. 
The  matter  is  to  them  a  serious  business.  I  have  in  mind  sev¬ 
eral  individuals  whose  work  has  been  carried  on  through 
several  years  to  a  successful  conclusion.  In  two  cases,  as  I 
have  said,  the  degrees  have  been  conferred  this  year  since  the 
close  of  the  summer  work.  The  presence  of  such  students  is 
an  aid  in  obtaining  serious-mindedness.  There  are  many  of 
the  younger  students  who  are  ambitious  to  equip  themselves 
for  life.  It  has  seemed  to  me  that  there  are  a  few  who  seek 
novelty.  These  soon  find  that  they  can  obtain  novelty  in  less 
difficult  ways  than  serious  study.  And  now  I  will  let  the 
young  women  speak  for  themselves : 


THE  STUDENT  GOVERNMENT  ASSOCIATION 


“Grac  eAllen 

Mary  Sims _ 

Katie  Myrick 


Gertrude  Stith,  lA.B. 
Mary  Ferguson - 


Officers  1922-1923 

_ President 

_ Vice-President 

_ Secretary-Treasurer 

_ Junior  Representative 

_ Junior  Representative 

_ Sophomore  Representative 


PREAMBLE 

Whereas,  There  is  no  student  organization  governing  the  women 
of  the  University  of  Georgia;  and  the  advantages  of  a  student  gov¬ 
ernment  association  are  recognized  and  appreciated;  and  there  is 
full  appreciation  of  the  spirit  of  assistance  on  the  part  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  concerning  the  formation  and  execution  of  rules  by  which 
they  are  governed;  and 

There  is  an  understanding  that  these  rules  shall  not  usurp  but 
assist  the  powers  and  responsibilities  invested  in  the  faculty  of  the 
University  of  Georgia. 

The  following  Constitution  and  By-Laws  are  adopted  by  the 
women  of  the  University  of  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of  the  promo¬ 
tion,  among  the  students  of  the  highest  ideals  and  standards  of 
scholarship;  for  the  regulation  of  conduct;  for  the  promotion  of  a 
spirit  of  unity;  for  the  promotion  of  a  feeling  of  loyalty;  for  the 
settlement  of  all  affairs  concerning  the  best  interests  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  individually  and  collectively;  and  the  fostering  of  those  things 
which  tend  to  better  the  University. 

CONSTITUTION 

Article  I — Name 

The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  “The  Student  Government 
Aissociatien  of  the  Women  of  the  University  of  Georgia.” 

Article  11 — (Membership 

All  women  who  are  registered  in  the  University  of  Georgia  shall 
be  ipso-facto  members  of  the  Association. 
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Article  III — Student  Council 

iSection  1.  The  name  of  the  supreme  ruling  body  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  shall  be  “The  Student  Council  of  the  Women  of  the  University 
of  Georgia.” 

Sec.  2.  The  Student  'Council  shall  be  composed  of  five  active 
representatives  with  the  power  of  voting;  a  president,  one  Senior 
and  one  Junior  from  the  Home  Economics  Department,  and  one 
Senior  and  one  Junior  from  the 'Academic  Department.  One  Sopho¬ 
more  and  one  Freshman,  chosen  irrespective  of  degree,  will  rep¬ 
resent  their  classes  on  the  Council  without  the  power  to  vote. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  carry  out  the  resolu¬ 
tions  passed  by  the  whole  Association;  to  put  into  effect  its  own 
judicial  decision  and  the  judicial  decisions  of  the  whole  Association; 
and  to  execute  its  own  administrative  decrees  in  matters  not  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  legislative  resolutions  of  the  whole  Association. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Student  Council  to  provide  for 
elections  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Council. 

Sec.  5.  Any  officer  or  member  of  the  'Council  may  be  removed 
from  office  by  a  four-fifths  vote  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
and  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Student  Association. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  interpret  the  Constitution  and  By-(Laws  made  by 
it  under  and  by  virtue  thereof. 

'Sec.  7.  All  rules,  regulations,  orders,  notices  governing  or  per¬ 
taining  to  the  conduct  or  dismsisal  of  students  shall  be  given  such 
publication  and  distribution  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Council. 

iSec.  8.  In  oases  where  serious  charges  may  be  necessary,  the 
Student  Council  shall,  at  their  discretion,  hand  over  the  evidence 
with  their  recommendations  to  the  faculty.  Such  recommendations 
may  include  probation,  suspension  or  expulsion. 

iSec.  9.  No  girl  is  eligible  to  hold  office  on  Student  Oouncil  who 
has  failed  in  one  subject  for  the  term,  without  justification  or  an 
excuse  to  be  determined  by  the  discretion  of  the  Student  Council; 
no  girl  is  eligible  to  hold  office  on  the  Council  without  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  women  professors  of  the  University. 

Article  IV — Officers 

Section  1.  The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be:  President, 
Vice-President  and  Secretary-Treasurer.  The  President  shall  be 
chosen  alternately  from  the  Home  Ecionomics  and  Academic  Depart¬ 
ments.  The  Vice-President  shall  be  the  Senior  representative  from 
the  same  department  as  the  President.  The  Secretary-Treasurer 
shall  be  the  other  Senior. 

Sec.  4.  The  following  pledge  shall  be  taken  by  the  officers  of 
the  Student  Council,  which  pledge  shall  be  administered  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  University;  “I  do  solemnly  promise  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  Student  Government  Association,  and  to 
perform  the  duties  of  my  office  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
ability.” 

'Sec.  5.  The  following  pledge  shall  be  taken  by  all  others:  “I  do 
solemnly  promise  to  perform  my  duty  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Student  Government  Association.” 

****:ti**illi** 

BY-LAWS 

Section  1.  Honor  System.  Am  honor  system  shall  regulate  the 
conduct  of  the  students  of  the  Association.  Each  student  shall  be 
responsible  for  her  own  conduct  and  that  of  the  other  members  of 
the  Student  Association. 
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Sec.  2.  Offenders  of  the  honor  system  shall  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Council. 

Sec.  3.  After  first  reminding  the  offender,  thus  giving  her  an 
opportunity  to  report  her  own  misdeed,  any  student  is  honor  bound 
to  make  a  report  of  the  misconduct  to  a  member  of  the  Council 
within  three  days. 

Sec.  4.  Campus  conduct  shall  at  all  times  be  prudent  and  be¬ 
coming  to  a  college  woman. 

Sec.  5.  There  shall  be  no  individual  social  engagements  on  the 
main  campus. 

Sec.  6.  Improper  dancing  must  be  prohibited. 

Sec.  7.  Cheating  shall  be  dealt  with  as  a  serious  offense. 

iSec.  8.  The  regulations  for  absences  adopted  by  the  student  body 
will  apply  to  the  Student  Association. 

Sec.  9.  No  woman  student  of  the  Freshman  class  shall  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  attend  any  club,  fraternity,  or  public  dance  during  the 
first  two  terms  of  the  scholastic  year. 

Automobile  riding  during  or  between  aforesaid  dances  is  strictly 
prohibited  to  all  women  students. 

Sec.  10.  For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Stu¬ 
dent  Council  each  student,  upon  matriculation,  shall  pay  50  cents 
to  the  Registrar  for  the  Student  Council  Fund.” 

The  simplest  government  for  girls  is  the  convent.  I  believe 
that  this  is,  also,  the  oldest.  I  am  sure  that  very  many  parents 
prefer  a  school  or  college  which  approximates  the  convent.  I 
might  have  this  same  preference.  This  convent  method  is 
manifestly  out  of  place  here,  where  citizenship  is  the  purpose 
for  which  the  University  exists.  To  treat  an  individual  as  a 
citizen  is  the  duty  of  society  and  of  those  institutions  organ¬ 
ized  for  and  by  society  as  a  whole.  It  may  seem  to  some  of 
you  that  we  are  throwing  too  much  responsibility  on  these 
young  people.  Can  one  be  trained  for  citizenship  without 
being  trained  in  responsibility? 

We  believe  that  the  training  in  the  classes  of  the  University, 
languages,  history,  economics,  sciences,  etc.,  is  good.  It 
should  be. 

The  training  in  citizenship  we  believe  to  be  peculiarly  adapt¬ 
ed  to  modern  conditions.  Miss  Mary  Bacon  said  of  the  first 
President  of  the  Association:  “She  comes  as  quietly  and  un¬ 
obtrusively  as  the  dew;  and  her  influence  is  as  gentle  and 
beneficent  as  the  dew.”  Now^  this  young  lady  was  as  good  a 
citizen,  and  as  steadfast  an  executive  as  you  can  find  anywhere. 

As  I  have  said,  or  perhaps,  intimated,  the  success  of  these 
young  women  in  their  studies  has  been  excellent.  I  think, 
however,  that  I  am  more  gratified  at  the  experience  in  citi¬ 
zenship  than  with  the  scholarship  record. 

As  far  as  our  experience  goes,  this  is  only  the  fourth  year, 
it  is,  to  me,  altogether  encouraging. 
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If,  during  the  days  you  are  here,  you  do  not  find  cause  of 
hope  for  the  future  of  the  state,  I  shall  be  disappointed.  It  is 
not  my  purpose  to  boast  of  the  young  women  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity.  As  Solomon  said,  ^Uet  her  own  works  praise  her  in  the 
gates. 

Some  of  my  older  friends  have  been  afraid  that  co-education 
would  “take  the  bloom  from  the  peach.”  They  were  not  older 
in  years,  but  I,  as  perhaps  you  have  heard,  am  the  perennial 
Freshman.  Old  people  know.  They  know  by  the  way  they  are 
treated.  It  would  not  be  possible  for  anyone  to  be  treated  with 
gentler  courtesy  than  these  girls  have  shown  me.  I  believe 
co-education  has  a  tendency  to  do  away  with  a  certain  shyness, 
but  it  does  not  affect  modesty. 

Nothing  counts  very  much  with  class-mates  except  merit. 
Every  one  who  has  attended  any  school  knows  this.  You  may 
dress  your  character  up  for  an  occasion  but  you  cannot  dress 
your  character  up  for  a  year  of  constant  association,  especially 
class-room  association.  This  is  why  the  few  novelty  seekers 
who  may  adventure  University  life  fail  to  continue. 

This  is  my  report  to  you.  A  large  part  is  in  the  words  of 
the  young  women  themselves.  May  I,  now,  in  conclusion,  pro¬ 
pound  a  question,  which  I  hope  will  not  seem  impertinent,  to 
this  assembly  of  Georgia’s  distinguished  gentlewomen? 

Your  Federation  has  been  notable  in  its  achievements 
through  its  member  clubs.  I  think  this  will  be  generally  ad¬ 
mitted.  Will  your  new  duties  in  citizenship  lessen  your  in¬ 
terest?  Will  the  wider  field  of  citizenship  dwarf  the  club 
interests  which  you  have  hitherto  fostered  with  so  much  suc¬ 
cess?  We  all  hope  this  will  not  be  the  case.  We  hope,  and  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  broader  education  of  the  young  women  of 
Georgia  will  result  in  a  better  understanding  of  women’s 
peculiar  problems.  Surely  to  see  a  problem  in  its  relations  to 
life  is  to  make  its  solution  more  wise  and  sure,  or  shall  I  say, 
more  surely  wise? 

I  must  not  conclude  without  a  word  of  thanks  for  your  aid 
in  our  Memorial  Campaign ;  and  in  particular  to  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  for  founding  the  D.  A.  R.  Schol¬ 
arship. 

It  seems  to  me  appropriate  to  thank  Mrs.  and  Miss  Churchill 
of  Savannah  for  the  generous  gift  of  a  fund  for  aiding  stu- 
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